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About the Comprehensive Plan  
Cities have the ability to write and adopt a comprehensive plan based on Section 213 of the Texas Local 

Government Code. The powers granted under this chapter are for the purpose of promoting sound 

development of municipalities and promoting public health, safety, and welfare. The comprehensive plan does 

not constitute zoning regulations or establish zoning district boundaries, but rather describes the vision of the 

residents and stakeholders that participated in the planning process. This plan includes provisions on land use, 

transportation, and public facilities, and will be used to coordinate and guide the establishment of development 

regulations that implement the shared vision.  

  

A comprehensive plan may be adopted or amended by ordinance following a hearing at which the public is 

given the opportunity to give testimony and present written evidence and review by the Planning and Zoning 

Commission and City Council. Each municipality establishes, in its charter or by ordinance, procedures for 

adopting and amending their comprehensive plan. Hutto 2040 will be updated as needed, at least every five 

years.  

Hutto 2040, as amended in 2019, makes reference to adopted plans, such as the Thoroughfare Plan, Mobility 

Master Plan, Wastewater Master Plan, Water Master Plan, Parks, Trails and Open Space Master Plan, and 

others. While Hutto 2040 sets big-picture goals for the next 20 years, these plans are focused on specific 

subject matter, and include a high level of detail relative to certain projects. As these plans are implemented 

and amended, they will continue to support the vision and goals of Hutto 2040. 

The Hutto City Council unanimously approved adoption of Hutto 2040 in May 7, 2015, and was amended on 

XX XXX, 2019 This amendment serves to update the original 2040 plan to incorporate recently adopted master 

plans.   
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About Zoning  
Zoning is a tool used by cities for the purpose of promoting the public health, safety, morals, or general welfare 

and protecting and preserving places and areas of historical, cultural, or architectural importance and 

significance. Section 211 of the Texas Local Government Code gives cities the power to regulate the location, 

bulk, size, and use of buildings, as well as impervious cover, size of yards and open spaces, and population 

density.  

Zoning regulations are adopted in accordance with a comprehensive plan and must be designed to clearly 

benefit the public by securing safety, promoting health and welfare, providing adequate light and air, preventing 

overcrowding, avoiding undue concentration of population and facilitating the provision of public utilities and 

resources. 

In the case of designated places and areas of historical, cultural, or architectural importance and significance, 

the governing body of a municipality may regulate the construction, reconstruction, alteration, or razing of 

buildings and other structures. In Old Town Hutto, the Historic Preservation Commission fulfills this role by 

overseeing the architectural review of new development and re-development within the district.
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Historical Context  
  

The Early Years  

The International-Great Northern Railroad, the first railroad in Williamson County, reached the site of Hutto in 

1876 and purchased five acres of land for Hutto Station from James Emory Hutto, a local rancher. The 

following year, the community, which soon changed its name to Hutto, had a railroad depot, a post office, a 

general store, and a lumber business. By 1884, Hutto had 200 inhabitants, a school, three churches, and five 

gins that shipped cotton and grain. A bank and a hotel opened in the early 1890s, and the population reached 

6// hm 0785+ vgdm Gtssn v`r cdrbqhadc `r `m Əhlonqs`ms bnssnm l`qjdsƐ axthe Texas State Gazetteer. Many of 

the inhabitants and the local farmers were German, Danish, or Swedish immigrants, and the town had a 

Swedish church in 1896. In the 1890s Hutto had two weekly papers, the Church Helper and the Hutto 

Enterprise.  

The 1900s  

The City of Hutto was incorporated in 1911. After reaching a peak population of 900 in 1928, Hutto was hard-

hit by the Great Depression and the decline of the cotton industry. The next 70 years were marked by a 

fluctuating population and economy. By 1931 the population had fallen to 538. In the 1960s the population 

dropped to 400, and the town had only nine businesses in 1970. The community revived over the next two 

decades with a population of over 800 and seventeen businesses in 1988. In 1990, the population was 630. By 

2000, the population had almost doubled to 1,250, an early indicator of the transformative growth to follow. 

  

Adapted from: Clara Stearns Scarbrough, Land of Good Water: A Williamson County History (Georgetown, Texas: 
Williamson County Sun Publishers, 1973). 

 

The Co-Op District  

The City of Hutto embraced its history by maintaining its course and planning for innovation and growth. The 

Bhsx kd`cdqrgho athks nm Bhsx Bntmbhkƍr uhrhnm ax bqd`shmf ` otakhb-private partnership, and the Co-Op District 

was born. The planning department brought life to the City leaders' desire to see Hutto grow into a destination.  

 

The Development Services Department worked with community residents and businesses to develop a 

concept plan and vision for the redevelopment project. This 35-acre mixed-use development is the first Public 
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Improvement District (PID) and Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) for the City, all centered on making 

the redevelopment of the site a feasible project. The Co-Op District is home to the new City Hall and City 

Library with Southside Market & Barbecue, Top Notch Burgers, Flix Brewhouse, and other businesses. The 

vision is to create a live, work, play environment for residents and visitors alike. The Co-Op District exemplifies 

the commhsldms sn l`hms`hmhmf sgd bnlltmhsxƍr uhrhnm `mc tshkhy`shnm ne hmmnu`shud ok`mmhmf `mc ehm`mbhmf

structures to make the vision a reality.  

 
http://www.williamson-county-historical-commission.org/Hutto/Hutto_Texas_Williamson_County.htm  

 

Ecology  

The Blackland Prairie has a special mix of soil and mineral deposits creating a rich dark soil sometimes 

cdrbqhadc `r ak`bj udkuds- Sgd qdfhnmƍr ghfg `fqhbtkstq`k oqnctbshuhsx bnldr eqnl `atmc`ms hmudqsdaq`sd

animals and fungal flora found in the soil. The soil has much calcium carbonate, creating a very alkaline 

growing medium.  

Hutto is in the Blackland Prairie Ecosystem, an area much changed by man. Very little native prairie remains 

as the early settlers plowed the land for crops and later ranchers planted coastal hay for grazing and haying. 

The Ecoregion starts south of San Antonio and extends as a relatively small strip of land reaching the 
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Oklahoma border. In the early 1800s, the land was covered with tall-grass prairie with riparian zones and trees 

around the stream courses. 

Source: http://www.thehuttonews.com/lifestyles/article_1e0cc1d8-e75c-11e1-89a4-0019bb2963f4.html  

Population  

 

The City produces annual population estimates that tend to 

be more accurate than Census counts. This in-house 

estimate is based on a calculation that factors the number 

of housing units, demolition permits with the current 

occupancy ratio and household size.  

Sources:  City of Hutto, US Census Bureau 

 

 

DECEMBER 2018 POPULATION ESTIMATE:  30,662  
 

 

TOTAL POPULATION   
[Housing units identified in the 2010 U.S. Census + new housing 

units ï Demo Permits] [Occupancy Ratio] [Average Household 

Size] 
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The accuracy of population counts hit an all-time high with the 2010 Census, though the numbers for Hutto 

were still well below in-house drshl`sdr- Sgd 1/0/ Bdmrtr khrsdc Gtssnƍr onotk`shnm `s 03+587+ vghkd sgd Bhsxƍr

1/0/ drshl`sd v`r 05+645- Sgd T-R- Bdmrtr bnllnmkx tmcdqdrshl`sdr ` bhsxƍr onotk`shnm+ rhmbd hs hr md`qkx

impossible to achieve a perfect response rate. Though inconsistent with local estimates, the Census data 

provides us the ability to compare Hutto to nearby cities. 

 

 
City of Hutto 

Future population estimates vary greatly depending on methodology. If we grow at a pace similar to the years 

2013 through 2018, about 336 residential permits per year, the population will be nearly 60,000 by 2040.  

If we grow at a pace similar to 2018, with around 400 residential permits per year, the approximate population 

in 2040 exceeds 65,000. And finally, issuing 800 permits per year, higheq sg`m Gtssnƍr qdbnqc fqnvsg xd`q ne

2006, would result in a population of over 80,000 people. These estimates assume a household size of 3.51 

persons.  
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Population forecasts based on permits do not account for migration or natural fluctuations due to births and 

deaths. The Texas Water Development Board produces population forecasts considering these factors, as 

well as regional growth patterns and resource availability.  

According to the Texas Office of the State Demographer, Williamson County is projectdc sn ad Sdw`rƍ entqsg-

fastest growing county between 2014 and 2050 (by percentage). The county population is projected to grow 

by 367.7 percent with the addition of 1.5 million new residents by 2050. 

 

Demographics  
Age 

Rhmbd Gtssnƍr onotk`shnm adf`m annlhmg in the early 2000s, the city has attracted many young families. In fact, 

Gtssn g`r ` k`qfdq oqnonqshnm ne `ctksr hm sgdhq 2/ƍr `mc bghkcqdm tmcdq 04 sg`m Vhkkh`lrnm Bntmsx `r ` vgnkd-

The presence of young families is evident hm Gtssnƍr cdlnfq`oghbr- Eor example, adults 30 to 40 years old 

`bbntms enq 11-5$ ne Gtssnƍr onotk`shnm ats nmkx 05-6$ ne Vhkkh`lrnm Bntmsx- Bghkcqdm `fd 03 `mc tmcdq

make up one-sghqc ne Gtssnƍr onotk`shnm+ ats nmkx ` pt`qsdq ne Vhkkh`lrnm Bntmsx- 

  

In comparison to surrounding communishdr+ Gtssnƍr onotk`shnm cdlnfq`oghbr `qdmost similar to Leander, due 

to high proportion of 30-34-year olds and children, with low proportion of 20-24-year olds. The population 

demographics of Williamson County, Round Rock, Cedar Park and Pflugerville have a slightly more balanced 

lhw ne `fdr hm sgd bnlltmhshdr- Fdnqfdsnvmƍrdemographics indicate a more equal age distribution.  

Household Composition  
Families with children under the age of 18 make up 52% of all Hutto households. Of those, 75% are married 

couple families, 20% are single mother households, and 5% are single father households. While Hutto is 

known to be a family-nqhdmsdc bnlltmhsx+ hs hr mns`akd sg`s `klnrs g`ke ne sgd bhsxƍr gntrdgnkcr cn mns hmbktcd

children under the age of 18. These households are made up of married couples without children, families with 

children over the age of 18, and individuals living alone.  

 

Race and Ethnicity  
A two-person household making less than about $16,000 is considered to be living in poverty. For a three-

person household this threshold is around $19,000, and $24,000 for a four-person household. It is estimated 

that 4% of the total population lives below the poverty line and 5.5% of those under the age of 18. Poverty 

rates among Hutto females are substantially higher than those of Hutto males with 9.7% of females living in 




